54                         PASTOR HALL

Julie. It was the travel bureau. The car from the air
port will be here punctually at eleven o'clock.

Paul von Grotjahn. What does the musical clock play ...
when it plays, that is?

Christine Hall.

"The God who planted iron here
Willed that no one should slave be."

Paul von Grotjahn. Damned good! A musical clock that
plays high treason!

Christine Hall During the last few years, Mother hasn't
let us turn it on, on account of the servants.

Friedrich Hall

[Quickly, coming to the protection of his wife.]
It grates and groans so pitifully when it's in a sulky
mood, that it's really no pleasure to play it any longer.

Christine Hall. May I wind it up today, who knows when
111 hear it again?

Friedrich Hall Of course you may.

[CHRISTINE HALL stands up, goes to the musical dock and
winds it up. It gives out a grating and groaning. Then
silence.]

You see what it's like.

Paul von Grotjahn.

[Laughing.]

Even the musical clock is afraid of being denounced. It
refuses to sing a song in which the word "freedom"
occurs,